WORKER CAUGHT BETWEEN UNMANNED SEISMIC TRACK DRILL AND
TRUCK

Country: CANADA - North America

Location: ---

Incident Date: 16 December 2010 Time: ---

Type of Activity: Maintenance, Inspection, Testing

Type of Injury: Caught In, Under or Between

Function: Drilling

On December 16, 2010 a driller was conducting maintenance on a seismic
track drill and had an engine side cover removed to access the motor. The
engine side cover was placed outside the machine while repairs were
completed. The driller finished repairs and had started the seismic track drill's
engine. The driller climbed outside and placed the engine side cover back
inside the cab. The engine side cover came to rest against the two hydrostatic
drive levers used to engage the left and right movement of the tracks. The
unmanned seismic track drill moved forward rapidly pinning the driller
between a parked pick-up truck and the seismic track drill. The driller was
fatally injured.

What Went Wrong?:

Through the investigation it was discovered that the seismic track drill was in
the drive mode and not properly locked out in the park mode. The engine side
cover had the two hydrostatic drive levers forced in the forward position.

Corrective Actions and Recommendations:

All equipment must be locked out from unintentional movement when not in
care and control of the operator.

Equipment or Vehicles unit must be in park and shut off when completing any
fuelling and/or maintenance operations.

During maintenance procedures for pre-start up, equipment and vehicles
should be parked with extra clearance.

Consider installation of secondary safety features to lockout hydrostatic drive
levers when the operator is not in the driver's seat. This safety feature would
provide an extra control to the park mode.
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